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AREA 1:
READING & THE STUDY OF TEXTS:
BLUEPRINTS FOR A BARBED-WIRE
CANOE

Chapter

Though the text presents a realistic setting,
fanciful images, such as the barbed-wire can
Barbed-Wire Canoe, Macaul
Australian landscape and bui orical fable or modern myth, it is
characterized by multiple layers moral about Australian culture and the
in desires. The characters represent different
bolized by Vito and Marie-Claire. Beaurocratic
lug represents the opportunistic members of

aspects of Australi
authorities are repre
society.
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Chapter 2
STRUCTURE

Blueprints for a Barbed-Wire Canoe contains fifteen, untitled chapters. The traditional plot structure
elements of introduction, complications, climax and conclusion are rearranged. The first chapter reveals
the tragic climax of Jodie’s death. Both the physical plans and rationale of the Outer Suburban Village
Development Complex are introduced in detail in Chapter 2. The six remaiging residents, who are central
to the plot, are introduced in Chapter 3. The complications surrounding el are described in Chapter
4 and the themes of love and family arise. Jodie’s arrival in Chapter plicates Bram’s psychological
existence and also has a significant effect on the residents of ur. The i plications are the
created by the construction of the tip, visits from the authorities, Laylan well as the
departures of Slug and then Vito. As Bram’s despair and Mi ’ te, the encroaching
freeway and ensuing confrontations serve as an alternative of Nanna and Dave

is positive as
ctively, rather than

the events at ur by documenting a record of the
he prepares to leave ur with the hope of finding
passively.

Macauley uses long paragraphs, which in
prose, without visual differentiation to the
of the plot and characters. Jodie’s conversa

e conversations expose the development
ains Michael’s motivations. Bram

Loch’s long speech to Bram
village.
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